
 

7.4 Energy and Community 

7.4.2 Renewable Energy 

 

 



 

7.4.2 - Does your university as a body promote a public pledge toward 100% renewable energy 

(petitions, meetings, discussions, events) beyond the university? 

Yes, Our university actively promotes a public pledge toward 100% renewable energy, extending its 

influence beyond campus through workshops, pledge events, meetings, and awareness campaigns. In 

partnership with local bodies and NGOs, the institution encourages rooftop-solar adoption, LED usage, and 

energy-efficient practices among households and small businesses. Public demonstrations, solar model 

displays, and training in energy auditing help citizens understand practical clean-energy solutions. Policy 

dialogues with experts and government officials further strengthen community readiness for renewable-

energy transition. Through sustained outreach, collaborative initiatives, and capacity-building programs, 

the university reinforces community commitment to SDG 7 and accelerates the shift toward clean, affordable, 

and sustainable energy for all. 
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1. Introduction 

St. Peter’s Institute of Higher Education and Research (SPIHER) is deeply committed to promoting 

clean, affordable, and sustainable energy solutions through education, research, and large-scale community 

engagement. The university actively advocates for the adoption of renewable energy beyond the campus by 

conducting public awareness programmes, training programmes, pledge campaigns, and collaborative 

initiatives with government bodies and non-governmental organisations. 

In alignment with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, particularly SDG 7 (Affordable 

and Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Climate Action), SPIHER functions as a catalyst for behavioural change, 

technological adaptation, and community empowerment. The university acknowledges that achieving 100% 

renewable energy requires both awareness and action, and therefore extends its role beyond classrooms and 

laboratories into society. 

2. Institutional Commitment to Renewable Energy 

SPIHER’s commitment to renewable energy is reflected through: 

• Public renewable-energy advocacy 

• Community-based energy literacy programmes 

• Integration of sustainability into academic curricula 

• Capacity-building workshops and demonstrations 

• Active engagement with policymakers and energy experts 

The institution views sustainability as a shared social responsibility, encouraging people of all backgrounds 

to participate in the clean-energy transition. 

3. Public Pledge and Awareness Campaigns 

SPIHER actively promotes public commitment to renewable energy through structured awareness and 

engagement programmes. 

3.1 Pledge Drives and Outreach Campaigns 

• Public pledge events on sustainable energy usage 

• Community commitment campaigns during environment and energy-awareness weeks 

• Encouragement of households to shift toward renewable sources such as rooftop solar 

SPUSHPA
Highlight



 

3.2 Community Meetings and Dialogues 

• Public meetings highlighting the importance of renewable energy 

• Discussions on government solar-energy schemes and subsidies 

• Interactive forums with renewable-energy experts 

3.3 Awareness Events 

• Renewable-energy exhibitions 

• Clean-energy rallies and campaigns 

• Environmental celebrations with sustainability themes 

• These initiatives promote accountability and long-term community participation. 

4. Community Engagement and Capacity Building 

SPIHER conducts targeted community outreach programs to improve renewable-energy literacy. 

4.1 Workshops and Training 

The university organizes: 

• Solar-energy awareness workshops 

• Training in energy conservation methods 

• Programs on eco-friendly appliance usage 

• Awareness on residential energy efficiency 

4.2 Collaborations 

SPIHER partners with: 

• Local government bodies 

• Environmental and energy-based NGOs 

• Technical experts 

• Educational institutions 

These collaborations increase reach and community participation. 

SPUSHPA
Highlight

SPUSHPA
Highlight

SPUSHPA
Highlight

SPUSHPA
Highlight



 

4.3 Demonstrations and Exhibitions 

• Solar model demonstrations 

• Grid-interconnected power-system displays 

• LED usage demonstrations 

• Solar lighting system exhibitions 

These help community members understand technology through hands-on learning. 

                                    

 

 

Glimpses of the Outreach Activity where Faculty Members of SPIHER enlighten the Local Community 

on Utilizing Renewable Energy Sources  
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5.Major Research Contribution: DST Funded Project on Solar Energy Systems 

SPIHER’s commitment to clean energy is further strengthened by its major funded research initiative 

supported by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. 

Project Title: 

Design and Development of Thin Film / Flexible – 10 kW Solar-Based Power System with Grid-Tie Inverter 

for Puzhal Panchayat Union 

Sanctioned Amount: Rs. 99,62,000/- 

₹ 99,62,000/-  
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Project Objective: 

This DST-funded project aims to design, develop, and deploy a 10 kW solar-based power system using thin-

film and flexible solar technology integrated with a grid-tie inverter. The project is focused on supporting the 

energy needs of the Puzhal Panchayat Union, demonstrating the application of clean-energy solutions in a 

real-world rural governance environment. 

Key Features of the Project: 

• Development of lightweight and flexible solar modules 

• Installation of a grid-connected solar power system 

• Real-time demonstration of solar-performance efficiency 

• Support for public-infrastructure energy needs 

• Integration of research with community benefit 

Societal Impact: 

This project: 

• Enables energy generation from renewable sources 

• Reduces dependency on conventional electricity 

• Promotes solar adoption at the community-governance level 

• Demonstrates scalable technology for rural electrification 

• Encourages sustainable public infrastructure 

Academic and Community Significance: 

The DST project serves as: 

• A live research and demonstration platform 

• A training ground for students and faculty 

• A reference model for future renewable-energy deployment 

• A monitoring and evaluation system for performance analysis 

The project strongly supports government energy policies and reflects SPIHER’s leadership in converting 

research into community impact. 



 

6. Energy-Efficiency Promotion 

SPIHER encourages practical energy-saving practices such as: 

• LED transition awareness 

• Adoption of energy-star-rated appliances 

• Education on power consumption reduction 

• Basic energy auditing at household level 

Participants receive guidance on how to implement energy conservation in daily life. 

7. Policy Advocacy and Expert Engagement 

SPIHER facilitates discussions involving: 

7.1 Expert Talks 

• Government officials 

• Renewable-energy engineers 

• Environmental experts 

• Policy advisors 

7.2 Community Dialogues 

Topics discussed include: 

• Renewable-energy incentives 

• Financial feasibility 

• Solar-installation procedures 

• Grid-integration methods 

These interactions deepen knowledge and policy awareness. 

8. Measurable Impact and Outcomes 

The outcomes of SPIHER’s renewable-energy initiatives include: 

• Increased public awareness about solar energy 



 

• Community interest in rooftop solar adoption 

• Skill development through workshops 

• Student involvement in real-world energy projects 

• Strengthened rural clean-energy infrastructure 

• Reduced carbon footprint 

9. SDG Alignment 

SPIHER actively contributes to: 
SDG 7 – Affordable and Clean Energy 
SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities 
SDG 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production 
SDG 13 – Climate Action 

10. Monitoring and Continuous Improvement 

SPIHER ensures continuous improvement through: 

• Event documentation 

• Community feedback collection 

• Annual sustainability reviews 

• Research outcome tracking 

• Partnership evaluations 

11. Conclusion 

SPIHER’s efforts toward renewable energy go far beyond symbolic commitment. Through structured 

outreach, advanced research initiatives, and community leadership, the university actively accelerates the 

clean-energy transition. 

The DST-funded solar project stands as a flagship initiative showcasing how research, policy, and 

public service can merge to build a sustainable future. By combining technological innovation with public 

engagement, SPIHER acts as a change maker in promoting renewable energy adoption and environmental 

responsibility. 

The university continues to advance not only academic excellence but also community transformation 

through sustainable development. 


