
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
1.3.5 - Does your university as a body have schemes to support poor students from 

low or lower-middle income countries (e.g. offering free education, grants)? 

SPIHER is committed to expanding educational opportunities for students from low and 

lower-middle income countries by offering financial assistance designed to ease the 

economic burden of higher education. The university provides fee waivers, grants, and 

need-based scholarships to deserving international students, helping ensure that 

financial constraints do not prevent capable learners from pursuing their academic goals. 

Eligible students are also supported in applying for external scholarships and 

sponsorships from global agencies. 

In addition to financial aid, SPIHER offers academic and personal support to help students 

adjust to university learning requirements. Faculty mentoring, remedial support, and 

skill-development programmes are provided to strengthen students’ academic 

performance and career pathways. The institution also offers English language support 

and academic counselling to help learners adapt to new environments and cultures with 

confidence. 

To ensure a smooth educational experience, SPIHER provides access to subsidized hostel 

accommodation, affordable food services, healthcare, and guidance for essential 

documentation such as visa, banking, and insurance processes. Student welfare 

committees, grievance redressal mechanisms, and cultural clubs work together to create 

a safe and inclusive living environment. Through these combined initiatives, SPIHER 

enables financially disadvantaged international students to learn, grow, and succeed. 
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POLICY FOR SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FROM LOW & 

LOWER-MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES 

 

 

Introduction:  

The Institute is committed to supporting international students from low and 

lower‑middle income countries by ensuring equitable access to higher education. This 

policy provides financial, academic, and personal support to enable successful programme 

completion. 

 

Objectives of the Policy 

 To provide structured financial and academic support. 

 To ensure fair selection and transparent processes. 

 To promote access to a safe and inclusive environment for international students. 

 

Eligibility 

International students are eligible if they hold citizenship from low / lower‑middle 

income countries (World Bank classification). They - Demonstrate financial need with 

valid income documents and meet academic programme requirements. 

 

Implementation of the Policy 

The Institute may provide financial support by providing partial or full tuition fee 

waivers based on Need‑based grants. The Institute can also provide subsidized hostel facilities 

and guidance for external scholarships. With regard to academic support, the Institute will 

provide mentoring, bridge courses, remedial coaching, and peer tutoring. English language 

support and skill‑development programmes are also available. Student welfare support such 

as on‑campus medical assistance, personal counselling, and orientation programmes are 

provided. Assistance with visa processing, banking, and documentation is also provided for 

the needy students. Affordable hostel facilities with essential amenities such as safe housing, 

clean drinking water, internet access, and healthy food services are available.The International 
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Relations Office and Academic Departments monitor academic progress and provide timely 

intervention to ensure successful completion. 
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Admission Policy 

Introduction 

The Admission Policy defines the principles, procedures, and eligibility criteria 

governing the admission of students into various academic programs offered by the Institute. 

It ensures transparency, fairness, and merit-based selection in line with the regulations of 

statutory and regulatory bodies such as the UGC, AICTE, COA, NCTE, PCI etc. The 

Institute ensures that their academic journey is well supported through assistance in 

subsidized nutritious food, affordable hostel accommodation with single, double and 

dormitory occupancy, low cost transportation, grievance redressal, support systems such as 

legal support through ICC, Equal Opportunity Cell and overall wellbeing. 

 

Scope:  

This policy applies to: 

 All Undergraduate (UG), Postgraduate (PG), Doctoral (Ph.D.), and 

Diploma/Certificate programs offered by the University (both main and off-campus). 

 Domestic and International admissions. 

 Regular, Lateral Entry, and Transfer admissions. 

 

Objectives of the Policy 

 To maintain transparency, equity, and inclusiveness in the admission process. 

 To adhere to regulatory norms and reservation policies prescribed by the Government 

of India and State Government. 

 To ensure admissions are based on merit, entrance examination, and/or qualifying 

examination performance. 

 To facilitate opportunities for deserving candidates from diverse backgrounds. 

 To maintain academic standards and institutional integrity. 

 

 

      

 

    St. PETER’S INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH  

(Deemed to be University U/S 3 of the UGC Act,1956) 

Avadi, Chennai – 600 054.  Tamil Nadu. 

Phone: 044-26558080-84/26558090 Fax. 044-26555430 

E-mail:  registrar@spiher.ac.in 

Website: www.spiher.ac.in 
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Admission Criteria: 

Admissions are offered through the following modes: 

1. Merit-based Admission: Based on marks obtained in the qualifying examination. 

2. Entrance-based Admission: Based on performance in University Entrance Test or 

approved National/State-level exams (e.g., JEE, NEET, NATA, GATE, etc.). 

3. Lateral Entry: For candidates holding a relevant diploma or equivalent qualification. 

4. International Admission: Based on equivalence of foreign qualifications and approval 

from statutory bodies. 

5. Transfer Admission: For students seeking transfer from recognized 

universities/institutions (subject to seat availability and eligibility). 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

 As prescribed by the respective regulatory bodies for each program. 

 Minimum marks in qualifying examinations as notified in the University 

Prospectus/Website. 

 English proficiency requirement for international students (IELTS/TOEFL or 

equivalent). 

 Age criteria, if applicable, as per government or regulatory norms. 

 

 

Admission Procedure 

1. Notification: Admission notification issued through the University website, 

advertisements, and official channels. 

2. Application: Candidates apply online/offline through the University Admission 

Portal. 

3. Screening: Verification of eligibility and supporting documents. 

4. Entrance/Interview (if applicable): Conducted as per program-specific requirements. 

5. Merit List Preparation: Based on qualifying exam/entrance scores. 

6. Counselling & Seat Allotment: Based on merit, reservation, and program availability. 

7. Document Verification: Original documents verified before confirmation. 

8. Fee Payment & Registration: Admission confirmed only after payment of prescribed 

fees and registration in the ERP/Student Management System. 
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Reservation Policy 

The Institute follows the reservation norms as per the Government of India / State 

Government regulations: 

 Scheduled Castes (SC) 

 Scheduled Tribes (ST) 

 Other Backward Classes (OBC) 

 Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) 

 Persons with Disabilities (PwD) 

 Special consideration for wards of Defence personnel, sports achievers, and 

differently-abled candidates, as applicable. 

 

International Admissions 

 Managed by the Office of International Relations. 

 Foreign qualifications are evaluated for equivalence by AIU or relevant authority. 

 Student visa and FRRO regulations must be complied with. 

 Fee structure for international students shall be as prescribed separately. 

 

Withdrawal and Refund Policy 

 Candidates who withdraw their admission before the notified cutoff date are eligible 

for a refund as per UGC (Refund of Fees) Regulations, 2018 or subsequent 

amendments. 

 Refund requests must be made in writing to the Registrar/Admission Office. 

 

Grievance Redressal 

 A Grievance Redressal Committee for Admissions will address any complaints 

regarding the admission process. 

 Students may appeal to the Vice-Chancellor if not satisfied with the committee’s 

decision. 

 

Implementation of the Policy 

The Vice Chancellor constitutes the Admission Committee every academic year to oversee 

the admission process with the following members. 

 Chairperson – Dean (Admissions) 

 Members – Deans/HoDs of Schools 
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 Registrar/Controller of Examinations (as applicable) 

 Admission Officer (Member Secretary) 

The functions of the committee are to develop and announce admission schedules, list and 

approve the eligibility criteria and selection procedures. The committee monitors adherence 

to reservation policies and recommends selected candidates for approval by the competent 

authority. 
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